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Talent for Survival 

Rusk Simplifies^the Complex 

By Chalmers M. Roberts 



Roberts 


I DEAN RUSK demons- 
trated yesterday some of the 
reasons why he has survived 
five years as Secretary of 
State despite 
the derision 
of his critics. 

He came 
into a press, 

C O nf erence 
on live tele- 
vision with 
a simple 
t h 0 ught in 
1 mind: to hang 
Ic o ntinuaftion 
iof ^e dirty 
var in Vietnam on the Com- 
nunist leaders in Hanoi. To 
jio this, he reduced the whole 
lastly complex problem to a 
jngle sentence, simple 
nough for even the most 
[therwise preoccupied TV 
Jstener to grasp: 

TThe question posed to the 
ther side — are you interest- 
(ci in peace?” 

|THa!t, of course, is not 
rictly speaking the issue 
, all. Certainly the Commu- 
psts are interested in peace 
on their terms. A good 
lase, too, can be made that 
United States likewise 
interested in peace only 
fn its own terms. 

The terms of peace almost 
always reflect the conditions 
of war; the question posed 
today is how to establish 
that relationship and wheth- 
er one side or both sides 
are ready to do so. That is 
why the detail^ of Hanoi’s 
four ' points and, Washing- 
ton’s 14 points arc so im- 
p^tant. , ' 

&ut Rusk stuck to the 
SMnple . theme, played" it 
<wer and over, refused to 
» drawn into any of the 
get ails which would be- 
muddle the oversimplifica- 
mon. 


The Rusk theme coupled 
neatly with the President’s 
own earlier line that “we 
will push ori every door for 
peace.” Together they have 
not visibly moved Ho Chi 
Minh and his colleagues in 
Hanoi. But the evidence is 
that the peace offensive has 
considerably countered the 
international picture of 


Uncle Sam acting the bully 
or worse half a world from 
home. 


I Trtis WAS not the first 
pme Rusk had tried to sim- 
plify -tljie complex in this 
par. Over and over in past 


lyears he used to say that all 
Ithat was necessary to end 
phe conflict was for Hanoi 
to “leave its neighbors 
fclone” or for “the aggressors 
ao stop doing what they are 
Idoing.” ^he new theme line 
■is evdn better, in 




esterday his comments 
were s p i c e.d with such 
phrases as “the simple is- 
sue,” the “heart of the mat- 
ter” and “the central point” 
— whether Hanoi wants 
peace. And when ' he was 
asked if the United States 
had. offered Hanoi arw clari-; 
fication of its 14/points, 
Rusk turned the question 
around: “If they want clari- 
' fication, they know how to 
get it. Why are they afraid 
to come to the table? Why 
are they afraid to engage 
in discussions? Why?” . 


PERSISTENCE, although 
sometimes ploddinfg, has ail- 
ways been a Rusk character- 
istic. The Secrefairy has 
often noted that the Com- 
munists hammer away for 
what seems ages art; ‘a single 
theme before ailtering pol- 
icies that are unproductive. 
If they can show pa'tience 
and perseverance, why can- ^ 
not the United States do so 
too? Riisk does, i 

Because he is now begin- 
ning his fifth year in office. 
Rusk was asked yesferd^ 
to philosophize a bit. -He. 
took the optimistic line: 
“Despite the' present dif- 
ficulties and the present 
clouds on the horizon, the 
world is moving steadily to- 
ward peace.” Why? Because 
the Communists have leam- 
^ ed the dangers of both a 




vviivcnuuuai wars. 

/The remaining problem, 
fe indicated, is to convince 
hem .. 


that their of 

is why,” he ad^ed, 
this- situation in Southeast 
As4a is so very important.” 
f President Johnson once 
^id Rusk was his man for 
feace and Robert S. Me- ' 
wamara his man for war 
»ean Rusk at times of late 


as appeared to be desper- 
tely trying not to forfeit his 
ole in favor of McNamara’s. 
«e was at his best in that ' 
endeavor yesterday. I 
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